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(Ireland.) 

A 



B I L L 

To repeal the several Laws for Recovery of small Sums due 
for Wages, in Ireland ; and to make other Provisions loi 
Recovery of such Wages. 



Note. The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios 

in the written Copy. 



W f <fc 1R % & by ah Act, passed in the Parliament of Ireland Frantic, 

t in the Second year of the Reign of his late Majesty King *.x£Vi. 
George the First, intituled, “ An Act to empower Justices of the Peace 
“ to determine Disputes about Servants, Artificers, Day-labourers, IV ages Wage,. 

“ and other small Demands, and to oblige Masters to pay the same; 

“ and to punish idle and disorderly Servants;" divers Provisions were 
made for enforcing the Payment of Wages due to Servants, Artificers, 
and Day-labourers : 

AND whereas the said Provisions have been amended, enlarged or A«nMt* 
modified, by the several Acts here following, passed from time to time | J, 
in Ireland (that, is to say) an Act passed in the Third year of Ins late 
Majesty King George the Second, intituled, “ An Act to prevent un- 
« lawful combinations of Workmen, Artificers and Labourers, ^nployed 
“ in the several Trades and Manufactures of this Kingdom, and for the 
“ better payment of their Wages ; as also to prevent Abuses in making 
“ of Bricks, and to ascertain their dimensions ;’’ an Act passed in the , s Gto. II. 
Twenty-fifth year of his said Majesty King George the Second, intituled, •’>»■ • 
“ An Act for the better adjusting and more easy recovery of die 11 ages 
■ « of certain Servants, and for the better regulation of such Servants, and 
“ of certain Apprentices, and for the punishment of all such Owners ot 
« Coal, and their Agents, as shall knowingly employ and sot at work 
“ Persons retained in the service of other Coal Owners; and also that 
“ mutual Debts between Party and Party be set one against thj 
a “ other; 
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“ other;” an Act passed in the Twenty-ninth year of his said Majesty 
King George the Second, intituled, “ An Act for continuing' and 
“ reviving several temporary Statutes, and for amending and explaining 
“ an Act made in the Eighth year of his late Majesty's reign, continued 
“ and amended hy an Act made in the Twenty-first year of His present 
“ Majesty’s reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for the further amendment of the 
11 Law in relation to Butter and Tallow, Casks, Hides and other Com- 
“ modifies of this Kingdom ; and for preventing the destruction of 
“ Salmon; ” an Act passed in the Tilth year of His present Majesty’s 
reign, intituled, ” An Act for continuing, reviving and amending se- 
“ vend temporary Statutes ; and for empowering the Grand Jury of 
“ die County of Kilkenm / ' at the Assizes to increase tile yearly Salary 
“ of the Treasurer of tile said County : ” 

AND whereas the said Provisions of the said several Acts have been 
found defective ; and some Doubts have occurred as to the construction 
thereof ; and it is expedient that all the Provisions for enforcing the Pay- 
ment of Wages due to Servants, Artificers and Labourers; should be 
comprised in one Act of Parliament; 

■ ffi(£ it tjjcwfiM* 4liactt6, by The K I N G 's Most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after 

from the passing of this Act, so much of the 
said hereinbefore recited Acts, as relates to the Payment of Wages due 
to Servants, Artificers and Labourers, or to any of them, shall stand and 
be repealed ; save so far as relates to any Proceedings that may havG 
been commenced under the said Acts, or any of them, "before the period 
aforesaid. 



And lie it further Enacted, That this Act, and ail the Matters and 
Provisions hereinafter contained, shall commence and take effect from 
and immediately after the said time of the Repeal of the said former 
Acts, and not sooner. 



AND for the more easy Recovery of Wages which shall or may, 
after the Commencement of this Act, remain due, or which shall become 
due to any Labourer, Artificer or Servant in Inland, whose demand 
shall not exceed an y one 

Justice of the Peace of tile County in Ireland, where the Person or 
Persons, or any of the Persons allcdged to owe the same, shall reside, 
such Justice of the Peace living within Miles of the 

Dwelling of such Person or persons, or any one of them ; and 
if no Justice of the Peace live within the said space of 
Miles, then the next neighbouring Justice of tiic Peace to the residence 
of such Person or Persons, or any of them; and every Chief Magistrate 
of any City or Town .Corporate in Ireland , wherein such Persons or any 
of them shall reside, is hereby empowered, authorized and required, upon 

the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




the complaint of any such Labourer, Artificer or Servant, that he or she 
cannot receive his or her Wages due to him or her, to issue his Summons 
iii writing to such Person or Persons so alledged to owe such Wages, or 
to any of them (not being a Peer or Peeress) to appear before him ; in 
which Summons the Sum demanded, and also the place and time for 
such Persons appearance, shall he expressed ; and in case the said Person 
or Persons so summoned shall neglect or refuse to appear, according to 
such Summons, that then upon Proof on Oath, that the said Summons 
5 was delivered to the said Person or Persons, or to any of them, or to his 
her or their Son, Daughter, or menial Servant, of the a(fe of 
years or upwards, at such Persons usual place of abode, or in case the 
Person or Persons so summoned, shall appear accordingly, then on such 
appearance such Justice of the Peace or Chief Magistrate is hereby 
authorized and empowered to proceed to the hearing and determining of 
the said Demand, as well by the examining such Witness or Witnesses as 
shall appear before him, upon Oath, as by all other legal ways; and if 
such Justice of the Peace or Chief Magistrate shall see it necessary, by 
examination of the Party or Parties complaining or complained against, 
on their respective Oaths, and to determine, order and adjudge whether 
any thing and what shall be paid by the said Person or Persons to such 
Servant, Artificer or Labourer, for 

and if such Person or Persons shall not pay what such Justice of the 
Peace or Chief Magistrate shall so adjudge to be due to such Servant, 
Artificer or Labourer, within such time as the said Justice of the Peace 
or Chief Magistrate shall direct, not exceeding 
then the said Justice of the Peace or Chief Magistrate is hereby required 
and empowered, by Warrant under his hand and seal, at the instance 
C of such Servant, Artificer or Labourer, directed to any Constable or 
Constables of such County, City or Town, to levy so much as shall he 
so ordered and adjudged due to such Servant, Artificer or Labourer, by 
distress and sale of the Goods and Chattels of such Person or Persons 
so refusing or omitting to pay the same, according to the Determination 
of the said Justice or Chief Magistrate, rendering the Overplus (if any 
there be) to such Person or Persons : Provided always, That if reason- 
able excuse on Oath, -for the Non-attcndance of any Person so sum- 
moned, shall be fnade to the satisfaction of such Justice of the Peace or 
Chief Magistrate, then and in any such case it shall and may be lawful 
to and for such Justice or Magistrate to postpone the Hearing of such 
complaint to such further time, and to such place as he shall think proper, 
and to issue a new Summons for such time and place accordingly. 

And it is hereby Declared, That all Persons not being Artificers' or 
Servants, w ho shall be employed to do any species of Work or Labour 
whatsoever for Hire, shall he deemed and taken to be Labourers within 
the true intent and meaning of this Act, and shall be entitled to recover 
Wages as such, under and according to the Regulations aforesaid. 

AND whereas it frequently happens that such Wages as are due to 
Servants, Artificers or Labourers, not residents of the same Place in 
7 which the Person or Persons so owing the same, or any of them, reside, 
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an'd such Servants Artificers or Labourers, suffer great Injury, by being 
delayed from returning to their homes, during the time for which the 
payment i.f their Wages is withheld; BE it Enacted, That whenever 
it shall appear, to the satisfaction of such Justice ot the Peace or Chief 
Magistrate, that such Servant, Artificer or Labourer, has been, or is 
likely to be detained, from his or her home or usual place of residence, 
by reason of the Non-payment of any Wages which such Justice or 
Magistrate shall so adjudge to be due, then and in every such case, it 
shall and may be lawful to and lor such Justice of the 1 eacc 01 Chief 
Magistrate, to order and adjudge that there be paid to such Servant, 
Artificer or Labourer, not only the sum so due for Wages as aforesaid, 
but also such further sum, for the time during which such Servant, 
Artificer or Labourer, shall have been there so detained from his usual 
place of residence, as such Justice or Magistrate shall think and adjudge 
to be reasonable, having regard to the length of such detention, the 
diligence or remissness ot cither Party, the usual Wages ot such Servant, , 
Artificer or Labourer, and the Wages which, within the time of such 
detention, such Servant, Artificer or Labourer, did earn, or under all the 
circumstances of the case might have earned ; and also a reasonable sum g 
by the day, to be estimated in like manner, until such Wages so adjudged 
to be due, shall he recovered as aforesaid, or otherwise paid ; so as such 
additional sums or sum so ordered and adjudged, do not exceed the sum 
of 

Provided always, That it shall be lawful for either Party to appeal to 
the next Quarter Sessions for the County City or Place where such 
Order shall be made; which Quarter Sessions shall finally determine 
the same, and shall have power thereon to give and award such Costs, 
and also such Compensation for such detention as aforesaid, as may 
have taken place subsequent to the Order so appealed from at such 
Court of Quarter Sessions, shall adjudge reasonable, not exceeding 
the same to be levied by Distress 

and Sale as aforesaid. 
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